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Abstract

The Night Journey and Ascension is one of the key miracles that happened
during the life of Prophet Muhammad (¥). The general story of this
miracle involves many events whose details can be found in the Hadith
literature. The usual Qur’anic reference to this event is in Sura al-Isra’ and
Sura Bani Isra’1l along with other verses of Sura al-Najm and al-Takwir.
Like majority of the Orientalists, William Montgomery watt and Robert
Spencer have actually denied this event that happened in the life of Prophet
Muhammad (¥) and have rejected the importance of Islamic Jerusalem in
Islam. In this paper, an effort has been made to examine the arguments of
both western scholars and to deduce the actual position about this miracle.
In this research written with a descriptive and analytical approach, it is
proved that according to Quran, sciences of Tafsir,Hadith literature, history
and logic ,the explicit concepts of both scholars about this miracle are
baseless and have been rejected with the arguments given by the Majority
of the Scholars and Muslim thinkers.
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“This presumably describes a vivid dream or other
mystical experience of Muhammad, though Muslim
Scholars have used usually regarded it as a physical
experience; traditionally, after reaching the Furthest
Mosque Muhammad was carried up into the seven
heavens, and there are elaborate descriptions of this
‘ascension’ traditionally identified with the mosque in
the temple area at Jerusalem, near the Dome of The

Rock....it is not impossible that ‘the furthest Mosque
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was originally understood as some shrine nearer

»11
Mecca.
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“This presumably describes a vivid dream or other
mystical experience of Muhammad, though Muslim
scholars have usually regarded it as physical experience;
traditionally, after reaching the Furthest Mosque
Muhammad was carried up into the seven heavens, and

. . 1 . 212
there are elaborate descriptions of this ascension .
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There was no mosque in Jerusalem at this time, so the

“farthest” mosque probably wasn't really the one that
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now bears that name in Jerusalem, but Islamic tradition
is firm that this mosque is in Jerusalem. Muhammad’s
vision of this journey was as dramatic as his initial
encounter with Gabriel. Later Muhammad seems to
have retreated from the claim that this was a bodily
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