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ABSTRACT
Allah Almighty has created both men and women without subordination of
one another. Islam has ensured gender equality and women’s rights in
every sphere of their life. Islam has guaranteed rights of men and women in
an equal degree and there is no discrimination between men and women.
But Western scholars have tried to raise doubts about these rights in their
interpretations of the Quran. There are some misconceptions prevailing in
the west regarding women’s rights in Islam. They try to prove that women
are backward and oppressed by their religion. William Montgomery Watt
and Robert Spencer make great mistake in their Quran commentaries to
presume that all conduct and practices of a Muslim are connected to Islam.
The prime object of this study is to pick out how rights of women are
ensured in Islam. This study concludes that Quran assures all types of

rights to women and provides a high status to women. This research is
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actually qualitative in nature and analytical method is also used in this
research. Data has been collected from Holy Qur’an exegesis, Hadith,
various books and journals. This research finds that Islam does not deprive
the women rather ensuring proper rights, dignity and status. This study will
open a new avenue for scholars who will be able to contribute their
knowledge and wisdom to ensure the position of women as given in Islam.

Key Words: Watt, Spencer,Quran, Orientalists, Women’s Rights.
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“The basic principle of the Islamic law of inheritance is

that most of the property of a man or woman must be

divided in fixed proportions among the closest relatives.

This was a wise provision in the circumstances of the
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time-a period of transition from communal to individual
property. The rules are complex, and the numerous
possibilities are discussed at length in manuals of
Islamic law.”
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“But woman may not do this. Such easy procedure

. 13
leads to divorces.”
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“According to Islamic law, these four witnesses must
be male Muslims; women’s testimony is inadmissible
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in cases of a sexual nature, even in rape cases in

which she is the victim.”"
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“Many Muslims in the West have pointed to this verse

as evidence that Islam recognizes the full human
dignity of women that doesn’t mean they are equal in

dignity, for women are...crooked.”"’
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“V. 11 directs that when an estate is being parceled
out, daughters are to receive half the share that sons

receive.”"”
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