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Abstract
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“Seeking knowledge is obligatory on every Muslim — male and female.”
To attain knowledge is one of the fundamental rights of a child. The
Shariah — in the light of the Quran and Sunnah - tells us how this
knowledge should be imparted.
This paper emphasizes what kind of environment we should provide
children so they can achieve the knowledge required by Islam. Moreover
this paper addresses the expected exemplary behavior of the teacher
towards children in the light of the Seerat-un-Nabi. The purpose of the
paper is to highlight the rights of children in the classroom and how the
Prophet (SAW) gave his example as a teacher towards his Sahabah while
instructing them in the matter of religion. This paper also answers the basic
questions about the methodology of teaching a child, the need for
punishment and reward and how to provide encouragement for seeking
knowledge through the life of the Prophet (SAW) and Quranic verses.
Towards the end, the paper brings to light the current situation and
problems that children face in the classroom. The author attempts to
propose a solution to the problems at hand — all keeping in mind the verses
of the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW).
Keywords: education, children, Shariah, Seerat-un-Nabi, classroom
environment, methodology, punishment, reward, Sahabah, knowledge

Introduction
The prosperity and longevity of any country depends greatly on its
succeeding generation’s potential for thought and action. An intellectual
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nation focuses on building this potential through education and due
attention. Islam too stresses on the gaining of knowledge and makes it
compulsory for every man, woman and child to acquire knowledge. The
very first Divine revelation on the Prophet (SAW) too emphasized the
importance of knowledge:
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“Recite in the name of your Lord who created —Created man from a
clinging substance. Recite, and your Lord is the most Generous —Who
taught by the pen —Taught man that which he knew not.™

If we focus on this revelation, it can be noted that in these five verses, the
command to read has been given twice and the mention of knowledge
thrice. The Prophet (SAW) too, knowing the importance of gaining
knowledge, made it obligatory on all Muslims. He said:

s 8 e 4l b olal) Gl

"Seeking knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim.”

The Holy Quran has deeply encouraged seeking knowledge and has labeled
it man’s distinguishing feature from other creations, commanding students
to constantly seek more knowledge and to increase this treasure. Allah
(SWT) in the Quran has also discouraged the practice of those who do not
gain knowledge, emphasizing that the status of those with knowledge and
those without can never be equal. He says:
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“Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do not know?" Only they

will remember [who are] people of understanding.”3
It is narrated from Abu Hurairah (RA) that the Prophet (SAW) said:
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Every word of wisdom is a believer’s lost treasure. Wherever he finds it, he
is the most deserving to have it.*
Now that we’ve established the importance of knowledge, let us move on
to the kind of education system that can help us in gaining the true essence
of the knowledge we are seeking. A detailed study of the Quran and the
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Hadith reveals that true knowledge is that which alerts man to his true
purpose in life whether that may be religious or worldly knowledge.
According to the Islamic method of education, an Islamic country should
offer such education which helps prepare individuals according to the latest
techniques for various professions as experts and workers.

No nation denies the importance of knowledge and education. Therefore,
instead of focusing on individual attempts, a united and organized system
was created, introducing schools and madrassas, where students spend
much of their day and learn about various subjects. There was an age when
education would begin at home. Over the years, as the system evolved,
schools became the new obligatory face of the base of education.

A school doesn’t merely refer to a building made out of bricks and cement,
rather according to Wikipedia.org, a school is “an institution designed to
provide learning spaces and learning environments for the teaching of
students under the direction of teachers.” According to this definition, a
school has three main constituents; teachers, students and the environment.
The very best of institutions with the very best of education can only be
established when teachers, students and the environment are all given their
due importance. There have been countless researches about teachers and
students but the classroom environment, which is equally important, is
often overlooked. Amy A Turano says in her thesis, ‘The impact of
classroom environment on student learning’: “The classroom environment
cannot be pinpointed as one specific entity. The whole environment of the
classroom consists of several factors; indeed "it [the classroom
environment] is constructed in much the same manner as a quilt-numerous
and diverse parts gain distinctiveness through the contribution of each
piece to a whole" (Stewart, Evans & Kaczynski, 1997, p.56). Classroom
environment can be broken down into four main factors as explained in
"Setting the Stage for Success: Assessing the Instructional Environment”
(Stewart et al., 1997). The four factors are: (1) physical environment, (2)
time/instructional management, (3) behavior management, and (4) teacher
effectiveness. When implemented properly, these four factors can play an
important role in contributing to student learning. If one of these four
factors is neglected, this could be detrimental to the learning process. These
factors need to be implemented all together in order to make the most
positive impact on student learning.”6
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Through this paper, we will attempt to understand what type of education
system is the most effective and practical and has been endorsed by the
Prophet of Allah (SAW). In Islam, where the rights of teachers are
highlighted, the rights of students too are given significance so that there
aren’t any obstacles in their seeking knowledge.
1400 years ago, the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) arrived in the Arabian
Peninsula as the last prophet of Allah. The Prophet (SAW), under the
guidance of Allah Almighty began spreading the knowledge of Allah’s
religion amongst the Makkan people of that era who were majorly illiterate
and unlettered. We will look at some of the techniques the Prophet (SAW)
employed as a teacher and instructor. Keeping in mind the rights, psyches
and needs of students, the Prophet (SAW), changed the lives of desert
dwellers into some of the most civilized people on earth. This article is an
attempt to know the main features of his (SAW) educational method and
the rights he gave to his Sahabah as students while educating them.
1. Safe and proper place
The very first right of a student —especially that of a child — is that
the place where he/she is going to seek knowledge is safe. Upon
reaching Madinah, the very first step that the Prophet (SAW) took
was to lay the foundations of the Masjid-al-Nabawi which was to
become one of the greatest centers of learning. In the Masjid, he
(SAW) created a specially appointed area for learning and teaching.
The classroom was a raised platform which was termed ‘Suffah’ in
Arabic. Doctor Hameedullah dubbed it as a ‘residential university’.”
The Prophet (SAW) did not establish any such formal institution in
his time in Makkah because the environment was not secure enough
for Muslims to learn openly due to the Quraish’s enmity, rather the
companions of the holy chose one of their houses (the house of
Argam bin Abi Argam) to be their first school where the Sahaba
gathered secretly and learned the teachings of Islam from their
beloved teacher the Prophet of Allah. However, as soon as the
Muslims arrived in Madinah, the Prophet (SAW) introduced the
Suffah. This proves that the Prophet of Allah (SAW) was
concerned about the safety of his students and only created an
openly declared learning center when it was safe for them.
Moreover, he had some study circles inside Masjid-al-Nabawi also.
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2. Equality of students in front of the teacher

One of the fundamental rights of a student in a classroom
environment is that all students are equal in the sight of the teacher.
A student’s physical appearance, caste, social background or family
should not make any difference in how the teacher treats him/her. If
such biases creep into a classroom, students will not be able to
focus on learning with dissatisfaction and frustration growing
amongst the students, destroying the very purpose of education. We
can learn from the life of the Prophet (SAW) as a teacher, who
completely eradicated the difference between rich and poor. A
classic example of this can be seen in how the Prophet (SAW)
chose amongst all his companions of wealth and noble birth, Bilal
(RA) who was a freed Abyssinian slave. This selection teaches us
and all Muslims to come that any position should be based solely
on ‘tagwa’, not wealth, nobility or beauty. The Prophet (SAW) said
in his farewell pilgrimage speech:
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“O people! Your Lord is one and your father is also one. All
mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a
non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a
white has no superiority over black nor does a black have any
superiority over a white except by piety (taqwa) and good action.
Learn that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the

. . 8
Muslims constitute one brotherhood.”

Nu’man ibn Bashir narrates another incident from the life of the
Prophet (SAW) where he shows the importance of equality
amongst children.
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“My mother asked my father to present me a gift from his property; and he

gave it to me after some hesitation. My mother said that she would not be
satisfied unless the Prophet (:s%) was made a witness to it. | being a
young boy, my father held me by the hand and took me to the Prophet
(&ls:2) . He said to the Prophet, "His mother, bintRawaha, requested me to
give this boy a gift." The Prophet (52) said, "Do you have other sons
besides him?" He said, "Yes." The Prophet (%) said, "Do not make me a
witness for injustice.” Narrated Ash-Shu’bi that the Prophet (is:%) said, "I

1"

will not become a witness for injustice.
In the Holy Quran too, the right of equality between students of knowledge
has been mentioned. In Surah Al-‘Abas, Allah (SWT) corrected the
Prophet (SAW) when he was preaching the word of Allah to the leaders of
Quraish and a blind Companion came to the Prophet asking him some
questions. The Prophet (SAW) focused more on attending to the Quraish
and ignored the Companion for a little while. Allah (SWT) called the
Prophet (SAW) out on this act of his, saying in Surah Al-’Abas that the
Prophet (SAW) should have paid greater attention to the Companion than
he should have the leaders of Quraish, perhaps, the Companion would have
benefitted from it. Allah says in Surah Al-‘Abas:
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“The Prophet frowned and turned away.Because there came to him the
blind man, [interrupting].But what would make you perceive, [O
Muhammad], that perhaps he might be purified. Or be reminded and the
remembrance would benefit him?As for he who thinks himself without
need,To him you give attention.And not upon you [is any blame] if he will
not be purified.But as for he who came to you striving [for knowledge].

While he fears [Allah],From him you are distracted.”lo

These various examples clarify the concept of equality amongst all students

according to the principles of Islam.

3. Softness

The classroom’s environment is perhaps, affected most by the
teacher’s behavior and attitude towards the students. It is this very
attitude of the teacher that eventually becomes the cause of a
subject becoming beloved or disliked by a student. Studies show
that subjects taught by a teacher who is soft-spoken are more likely
to be enjoyed and loved by students compared to subjects whose
teachers are harsh, where students feel frustrated and upset.
Therefore, it is concluded that it is a right of students to have a soft-
spoken teacher so that they can learn that subject with interest and
attentiveness.

The Prophet (SAW) was also taught this methodology. Mu’awiah
b|n Hakam al-Sulami says:
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“That once while praying behind the holy Prophet in congregation,
a man sneezed, so | said: May Allah bless you. The people felt bad
and exchanged bad looks with me. What is the matter with you?
Why you are looking at me like this? They started hitting their
thighs to make me quiet. | stopped talking. When the Prophet
finished his prayer he talked to me very softly. May my parents be
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ransom for him, | never saw a teacher better than him, neither
before him nor after him. | swear by Allah, he was never rude to me
or called me names. He just said:

“This is the prayer, no human conversation is allowed in it. It just
contains glorification of Allah, magnification of Allah and

recitation of the Holy Qur’an.”

Allah the Almighty while praising the soft nature of the holy
Prophet said:
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“And by the mercy of Allah you dealt with them gently. And had
you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away
from about you; so pass over their faults and ask Allah’s
forgiveness for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then when
you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah, certainly Allah
loves those who put their trust in Him.”

These clear examples from the Quran and the Hadith illustrate how
Islam instructs teachers to be soft in their dealings with students,
making this a fundamental right of a student.

A teacher should be even kinder to his student than his actual father

is, because he is his spiritual father.12
4. Right to question

The classroom environment needs to be casual so that the questions
that take form in the student’s minds can be fully satisfied. If the
classroom’s environment is too strict, and such that students are
unable to solve their queries, hurdles may arise in the process of
learning. This certainly will not leave a positive impact on them and
there may be many unanswered questions that would cause the
students anxiety and restlessness in the future. Hence, it is the
student’s right whether he asks a trivial or significant question.
Often, teachers are not very fond of pupils who question frequently
and dislike explaining to them, which may create hardships in their
learning process. Therefore, it is the duty of a good teacher that he
satisfies his students. From the study of the life of the Holy Prophet
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(SAW), it becomes apparent that he (SAW) would always gratify
his questioner.

A man from the tribe of Sa’ad bin Bakr whose name was Dhimam
bin Tha'laba, came to the holy Prophet and said: “I will ask you
some difficult questions so do not be angry on me. The Prophet
said: Ask whatever you want to ask.” Anas bin Malik narrates the
story of this man and how he accepted Islam:
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"While the Prophet was with his Companions a man from among the desert
people came and said: "Which of you is the son of 'Abdul-Muttalib?" They
said: 'This white man who is reclining on a pillow." The man said: 'l am
going to ask you questions and | will be harsh in asking." He said: ‘ask
whatever you like.' He said: 'l ask you by your Lord and the Lord of those
who came before you, and the Lord of those who will come after you; has
Allah sent you?' He said: 'By Allah, yes." He said: 'l adjure you by Him, has
Allah commanded you to offer five prayers each day and night?' He said:
'‘By Allah, yes; He said: 'l adjure you by Him, has Allah commanded you to
take from the wealth of our rich and give it to our poor?' he said: '‘By Allah,
yes He said: 'l adjure you by Allah, has Allah commanded you to fast this
month out of the twelve months?' He said: 'By Allah, yes.' He said: 'l
adjure you by Him, has Allah commanded you to go on pilgrimage to this
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House, where can afford it?' He said: '‘By Allah yes.' He said: 'l believe, and
| am Dimam bin Thalabah."*?

5. Should not be humiliated

Man is a social animal who prefers working together with other people and
never wishes for his weaknesses to be put on display before others. The
self-esteem of students with such experiences is damaged, due to which
their performance is adversely affected. They feel abased to be
reprimanded before their class fellows. Thus, it is the student’s right if he
errors somewhere, he should be corrected in such a manner that he does not
feel ashamed in front of other pupils. Understanding this psychological
behavior, the Holy Prophet (SAW) would never address the one who made
a mistake in front of an audience. The Prophet never mentioned the name
of the person in public, who made a mistake; rather he would talk
indirectly and say: What is the matter with some people who do this and
that.

The Prophet appointed a man to collect the Zakat of some tribes. The
whole story is narrated by Abu Bakr bin Abi Shaiba, who says:
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“The Messenger of Allah peace be upon him appointed a man from the
tribe of Banu Asad, whose name was ibn al-Lutbiyyah, to collect the Zakat.
When he came back from his assignment, he said: this is for you and this is
for me as these things were gifted to me. The Messenger of Allah peace be
upon him rose over his pulpit, and after praising Allah the Almighty and
thanking Him, said: what is the matter with my workers? | send one of
them to perform a duty and he says: this is for you and this is gifted to me?
Why he did not sit in his father’s house or in his mother’s house and then
see if anyone sends him a gift or not? | swear by the one in whose hand is
Muhammad’s life, if anyone of you takes anything from this he will bring
it on the Day of Judgment carry it on his neck; a camel growling or a cow
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bellowing or sheep mooing, then he raised both his hands until we saw the
whiteness of his armpits, and said twice: O Allah! I conveyed.”14

6. Cooperation

To make the classroom environment knowledge-friendly it is necessary to
establish cooperation. This can be established between fellow students,
whereas cooperating with teachers develops a healthy environment. It is the
right of the student that his fellows and teachers aid him in his hardships. If
his work is left incomplete due to an illness so he should be helped
concerning his missed work. And if the pupil is handicapped or
underprivileged then his teachers should provide him with financial aid.
For this purpose various strategies should be adopted so that the student’s
self-esteem is not lowered whereas he is also facilitated.

Allah the Almighty says:
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And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and
aggression. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in penalty.™
We learn from the life of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), that he (SAW)
would make special arrangements for people who would come to gain
religious knowledge. He (SAW) himself would arrange for the sustenance
of theAshab as- Suffa and often, the wives of the Prophet (SAW) would
send food for them. And the Ashab as- Suffa’s only job was to learn and
teach the Holy Qura’n. We have found numerous similar examples in the
Islamic history. It is written about Abu Yusuf that when, in his childhood
he would attend Imam Abu Haneefa’s lectures, his domestic situation was
unstable. His parents needed Abu Yusuf to work and earn a living. When
Imam Abu Haneefa learned of this, he set an allowance for Abu Yusuf’s
family so that he could study whole-heartedly. This allowance remained till
he remained Imam’s student. Later Abu Yusuf himself became a great
Imam and was appointed Chief-Justice for the whole Islamic world during
the Caliphate of Abu Ja'far al-Mansoor the Abbasside Caliph.

Today, education is extremely expensive and many intelligent students
cannot afford it, so are incapable of obtaining knowledge. In this case, it is
the students’ right to be offered a scholarship or stipend so that there is no
other obstacle that can hinder their education.

7. Right to differ
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In a classroom, the students present are of varying mental capabilities
and perceptions. A single topic can be comprehended differently. A healthy
environment is such that it provides every point of view to be expressed. A
teacher should be open minded enough to permit students to voice his
opinion, and if he disagrees with his teacher, instead of admonishing him,
his idea should be seriously considered. Furthermore, the pupil should not
be punished for correcting the teacher if he errs at some point, instead he
should admit his mistake.

The Holy Prophet (SAW) acknowledged this right of the student and
such examples can be found in his life that grant students this right. For
instance, when the Prophet (SAW) came to Medina, the Ansaar were
pollinating the palm trees by attaching male and female parts of the plant,
and the Prophet (SAW) advised them not to do so. But when the Sahaba
complained that this had decreased the dates’ yield, he admitted that he
(SAW) had not foreseen such a result.
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It was narrated by Musa bin Talhah bin "Ubaidullah that his father said:“I

passed by some palm trees with the Messenger of Allah (ils:) and he saw
some people pollinating the trees. He said: What are these people doing?
They said: They are taking something from the male part (of the plant) and
putting it in the female part. He said: | do not think that this will do any
good. News of that reached them, so they stopped doing it, and their yield
declined. News of that reached the Prophet (%) and he said: That was
only my thought. If it will do any good, then do it. I am only a human
being like you, and what | think may be right or wrong. But when | tell
you: “Allah (SWT) says,” I will never tell lies about Allah (SWT).”*

This incident makes it evident that the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) gave
the Sahaba the right to
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differ with him (SAW). The classroom environment yields a more
productive result when there are students of various points of view and is
given the opportunity to elucidate themselves. In this manner, they will not
feel subdued; rather their concepts will be made clear. Even Allah the
Almighty has praised those Sahaba who question the holy Prophet about
the verses of the holy Qur'an. Allah says:
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And those who, when reminded of the verses of their Lord, do not fall upon

them deaf and blind."’
8. Knowledge must be authentic

Even if a teacher is the students’ ideal and they are content with him, he
must understand that it is his duty to transfer authentic knowledge as the
students’ minds resemble a plain slate. All that the teacher conveys to them
is imprinted on their minds and this information forms the basis for the rest
of their lives. Hence, it is compulsory for the teacher to ensure that
information in his lecture is reliable and authentic. During a lecture, in case
a student raises a question which the teacher is unable to answer, he should
admit that he does not have the solution to it and would research on the
topic to provide the student with a suitable answer, instead of formulating
an answer on his own to avoid embarrassment.

By the study the life of the Prophet (SAW) we find many examples
concerning this. When the Sahabah would come forth with a question to
the Prophet (SAW), he would wait for an inspiration to come to him,
instead of answering on his own.

Whenever he was asked regarding the date and time of the Last Day, he
would reply, saying that he was as unaware of it as the questioner was.
Imam Bukhari narrates on the authority of Abu Huraira:
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One day while Allah's Messenger (s%) was sitting with the people, a man
came to him walking and said, "O Allah's Messenger (.s%). What is
Belief?" The Prophet (:lsif) said, "Belief is to believe in Allah, His
Angels, His Books, His Apostles, and the meeting with Him, and to believe

in the Resurrection." The man asked, "O Allah's Messenger (2s.2) What is

Islam?" The Prophet (2s£) replied, "Islam is to worship Allah and not
worship anything besides Him, to offer prayers perfectly, to pay the
(compulsory) charity i.e. Zakat and to fast the month of Ramadan.” The
man again asked, "O Allah's Messenger (:sf) What is lhsan (i.e.

perfection or Benevolence)?" The Prophet (s£) said, "lhsan is to worship
Allah as if you see Him, and if you do not achieve this state of devotion,
then (take it for granted that) Allah sees you." The man further asked, "O
Allah's Messenger (2s2) When will the Hour be established?" The

Prophet (2s.2) replied, "The one who is asked about it does not know more
than the questioner does, but I will describe to you its portents. When the
lady slave gives birth to her mistress, that will be of its portents; when the
bare-footed naked people become the chiefs of the people, that will be of
its portents. The Hour is one of five things which nobody knows except
Allah. Verily, the knowledge of the Hour is with Allah (alone). He sends
down the rain, and knows that which is in the wombs." (31.34) Then the

man left. The Prophet (%) said, "Call him back to me." They went to

call him back but could not see him. The Prophet (i) said, "That was
Gabriel who came to teach the people their religion."

Likewise, when the Jews sent a few people of the Quraish to the Prophet
(SAW) with four questions, claiming that if he answered them they would
accept him as the Prophet, he (SAW) did not answer immediately, but he
said he will answer tomorrow, waiting for the inspiration of Allah (SWT)
and forgot to say "4 <Li o))" (God willing), and sent His revelation fifteen
days later containing the answers in Surah Al-Kahf, Surah number 18 of
the holy Qur'an. Allah the Almighty also emphasized on saying "4 ¢Li )"
before planning to do anything. He said:
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And never say of anything, "Indeed, | will do that tomorrow,"” Except
[when adding], "If Allah wills." And remember your Lord when you forget

[it] and say, "Perhaps my Lord will guide me to what is nearer than this to
right conduct."*°

9. Acknowledgement of individual talent

Allah (SWT) has blessed every individual with a unique talent. Some are

more inclined to subjects of science, some exceed in arts, while others
relish solving complex math problems. However, often students are
ignorant of the talents hidden within them. For example, a student may find
himself weak in mainstream subjects such as science, math and English as
he does not perform too well in them. On this basis his fellow students and
teachers do not acknowledge his abilities. But it is the same student who
when attends an arts class shows the most unique and outstanding
performance.On such occasions it is the obligation on the teacher to
appreciate his capabilities and train him accordingly so that the student can
become confident and excel in his field of expertise.
Prophet (SAW) would be fully aware of this psychological aspect, which is
why he readied a team of specialists in religious fields. For the recitation
and tajweed of the Holy Qur’an, the Prophet (SAW) prepared Ubai’ bin
Ka’ab, Ibn Masood ‘Ali, Ma’az bin Jabal, Salim and Maula Abi Hudhaifa.
He said:
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"Learn the recitation of Qur'an from four persons: Ibn Mas ud, Salim, the
freed slave of Abu Hudhaifa, Ubai and Mu adh bin Jabal."

The knowledge of Ubai’ bin Ka’ab was blessed such that by the com;réand
of Allah, the Prophet (SAW) recited the Qur’an before him specially.
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The Prophet said to Ubai, "Allah has ordered me to recite to you: Those
who disbelieve (Surat-al-Bayina 98)." "Ubai said, "Has He mentioned my

name?" The Prophet said, "Yes." On hearing this, Ubai started weeping.21

Prophet (SAW) educated Zaid bin Thabit in the fields of inheritance and
IIm-ul-Faraiz and Mu’az bin Jabal regarding the lawful and unlawful.

Anas bin Malik reported that the Messenger of Allah (lsi%) said regarding
them and others:
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"The most merciful of my nation to my nation is Abu Bakr, and the most
severe of them concerning the order of Allah is 'Umar, and the most truly
modest of them is 'Uthman bin 'Affan. The best reciter (of the Qur'an)
among them is Ubayy bin Ka'b, the most knowledgeable of them
concerning (the laws of) inheritance is Zaid bin Thabit, the most
knowledgeable of them concerning the lawful and the unlawful is Mu'adh
bin Jabal. Truly, every nation has a trustworthy one, and the trustworthy

one of this nation is Abu 'Ubaidah bin AI-;larrah."22
10. Balance in physical punishments

There is an ever present and major element of punishment present in the
classroom environment which often causes a majority of students to remain
tense. Though it is true that without the fear of being castigated, children
become non-serious regarding their studies, it does mean that they should
be punished such that he begins to resent studies and his self-esteem is
damaged and is ashamed before his fellow students. Such rebuke can never
leave a positive impact on the students. They should not be punished for
the sake of punishment but for their correction.
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Na’eem Siddique in his article “The Messenger of Allah (SAW) as a
teacher”, he presents his view regarding punishment:

“Prophet (SAW) ‘s department of education has put forth the idea of
punishment in two ways, firstly, the physical punishment should not be
such that it leaves a mark on the student’s body, and secondly, under
severe conditions the student can be punished after the age of ten.”?

Umar bin Shoaib narrates from his father that the Holy Prophet (SAW)
said:
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“Order you children to pray when they are seven. When they are ten, beat
them for not praying and separate their bed.”

Punishment does not necessarily have to be physical as it has several other
types, such as, making a certain number of hours compulsory for
community service, or making the pupil responsible for the classroom’s
tidiness.

Therefore, it is the student’s right that his mistakes are corrected in a
humane manner, such that his self-esteem is not damaged and the
punishment brings about a positive transformation in him.

11. Appreciation

Although the tradition of reprimanding students for their errors has been

ever present, it is important that the students’ achievements are celebrated
and acknowledged, so that they are motivated to work harder and progress,
becoming a source of encouragement for others.
Ideal institutes pay special attention to this aspect as they recognize the
rights of the students and adopt several methods, such as, calling for a
round of applause, granting achievement certificates, and in case of
extraordinary accomplishments, they are offered scholarships. At times,
their fee is also lowered. This appreciation not only boosts the child’s
morale, but also instills in fellow students the passion to outshine.

At an occasion when he was sitting with a group of his companions, the
Prophet (SAW) asked:
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“Who among you fasted today?” Abu Bakr said,” I”. The Prophet said:
“Who among you attended and followed the funeral today?” Abu Bakr
said,” I”. The Prophet said: “Who among you fed a poor person today?”
Abu Bakr said, “I”. The Prophet said: “Who among you visited a sick
person today?” Abu Bakr said, “I”. Hearing this the Messenger of Allah
said: “If all these qualities get together in one person, he will surely enter
the Paradise.””

The Islamic methodology is to praise students. Allah (SWT) repeatedly
mentions, in the Holy Qur’an, the reward for righteous acts in both this
world and the Hereafter. The Prophet also used to encourage his
companions to do good deeds. On the occasion of the battle of Tabook, the
Prophet appealed from the companions to spend their money in the cause
of Jihad. He had to prepare a big army to fight the Roman Empire. Hearing
his appeal Uthman bin Affan presented 900 camels fully loaded with the
equipment needed for this expedition. He also gave 100 horses and 1000
Dinars for this battle. The Prophet was so happy seeing all this that he said:
“From today onward no sin will harm Uthman.”?

In the preparation of the same expedition, it was seen that a poor man
whose name was

Abu Ageel, worked all day as a laborer and earned some dates that were
equal to 4 kilograms. He gave 2 kilograms to his house hold and brought 2
kilograms to the Holy Prophet. The Prophet ordered that his dates be
spread over all the valuable goods that were brought for the expedition, as
an encouragement for him.

12. Character building

The classroom is a place where a student spends time not only with
the teacher, but also interacts with other fellow students. In this case, it is
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necessary to groom him such that he possesses a positive and amiable
nature. A classroom where students’ character building is not given ample
attention, may become a mere source of transferring information. However,
it does not succeed in making them productive members of the society, and
when these students commence with their practical lives, they have to face
failure. Thereafter, it is the students’ right to be educated concerning
mannerism and spirituality.

Ghulam Sarwer Chatta writes in his article, “Teacher: Builder of
nation” that,
‘Once, Caliph Haroon-ur-Rashid was sitting next to his window and saw
that both his sons, Ma’mun and Ameen, rose to their feet immediately, and
put his shoes in place when their teacher, Imam Maalik, stood up. Later,
the Caliph complained to Imam Maalik, saying: “You have princes
straighten your shoes.” The Imam’s reply has been recorded in golden
letters.

He said: “Sir, you see to their physical upbringing whereas I see to their
spiritual upbringing. Therefore, my right on them is greater than yours.” At
hearing this, the Caliph was shocked. The Imam was actually teaching the
children to respect the knowledgeable and the elders.’?’

Prophet is reported to haye said,
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"He is not one of us who does not have mercy upon our young, respect our
elders, and command good and forbid evil."?%.

13. Knowledge must not be concealed
It is a quality of an ideal teacher that he does not hesitate in sharing his
knowledge, rather he not only transfers all the knowledge that he holds, to
his students, but also continues to learn and spread the information further.
Nowadays, the tradition of tuition centers is quite common due to
which the same teachers that teach in schools in the morning, provide extra
classes in the evening. Some of these teachers do not explain the subject
sufficiently at school in order to compel pupils to join the academy in the
evening for help, via which they are able to earn much more. Islam strictly
forbids this behavior and the Prophet (SAW) announced a very harsh
punishment for someone who keeps knowledge to himself.

The Prophet (SAW) is reported to have said as narrated by Abu Hurairah:
Jbuaebhubﬂ\eyeﬂ\:\ms“ucek;ucdﬁuw
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Whoever is asked about some knowledge that he knows, then he conceals
it, he will be bridled with bridle of fire."

14. Utilization of time

Parents entrust their children to the school, and rely on the teachers to
make their children’s valuable time useful, which is why teachers should
plan their lessons before time. They should know how much time a certain
activity requires and should be aware of the mental capability of their
students. The lecture should neither be so lengthy that the students lose
interest and stop paying attention, nor should it be so short that they remain
idle and unproductive in class. The same was understood by his
companions as we see this rule of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) has
reached us through ibn Abbas:
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Ibn “Abbas said, "Preach to the people once a week, and if you won't, then
preach them twice, but if you want to preach more, then let it be three times
(a week only), and do not make the people fed-up with this Qur'an. If you
come to some people who are engaged in a talk, don't start interrupting
their talk by preaching, lest you should cause them to be bored. You should
rather keep quiet, and if they ask you, then preach to them at the time when
they are eager to hear what you say. And avoid the use of rhymed prose in
invocation for | noticed that Allah's Messenger (ls:%) and his companions
always avoided it.%.

15. Co-curriculum activities

The classroom environment in which a pupil attains knowledge for
several years is very different from the practical world outside, which is
why it is vital that such methods are adopted that keep the students aware
of the vastness of the real world. In order to mature their thinking
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capability, to instill in them the habit of observation, and to give rise to
their self-confidence, teachers should arrange for them study tours,
recreational excursions or sport events. This will provide them with the
opportunity to participate in physical activities along with enjoying.

The Holy Prophet (SAW) not only had others contest in races, but he too
would take part in them. He himself (SAW) raced against Aisha (RA). The
Holy Prophet (SAW) is reported to have said,
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Alsha (RA), UmmulMo’mineen narrated thatwhile she was on a journey
along with the Messenger of Allah (s%): “I had a race with him (the
Prophet) and | outstripped him on my feet. When | became fleshy, (again) |
had a race with him gthe Prophet) and he outstripped me. He said: This is
for that outstripping".
Umar al- Khattab (RA) is narrated to have said:
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“Teach your children swimming, archery and horse riding.”32

Conclusion

After the above discussion, it is apparent that the Prophet (SAW) was well
aware of the needs and rights of students and put great emphasis on taking
care of that these rights were fulfilled. In today’s day and age, school
systems have become more of businesses than centers of learning. They
compete with each other in generating the best results and often leave
behind the rights of students in this race to gather money and fame. The
students’ character building is vastly ignored, they aren’t given the right to
form their own opinions and are led to believe that the teacher’s word is
law. The students are pressurized from day one to achieve the highest
scores possible, and are severely reprimanded if they fail to perform well
on a mere class test. Well-known institutions present a long list of dues if
they hire an expert teacher automatically eliminating a number of
deserving students from their admissions list based simply off of their
financial status. Recognized teachers often start their own tuition centers
where they deliberately teach better than they do at school, forcing students
to attend evening academies where they pay extra fees.
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All of these contemporary issues within our education system can only be
solved if we educate ourselves with the rights of students and work to
implement them as well. Some of these rights are as follows:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Students should be provided with safe, appropriate and organized
classrooms.

All students should be given an equal opportunity to education and
should be treated fairly, without bias in the classroom. No student
should be preferred over the other based on physical appearance,
family background or contacts.

The classroom environment should be a friendly one where
students are dealt with in a soft manner.

Students should be given the right to question the teacher if they are
unclear about something or to ask for further information. Their
questions should be catered to by the teacher and should be
answered appropriately until they are free of confusion.

It is the student’s fundamental right that he/she be respected and
not referred to by a nickname or title that he/she may find offensive
or humiliating.

A student should be given his/her due help whether that may be
financial aid or related to studies.

A student should be allowed to have an opinion different from the
teacher and that opinion should be respected.

It is the student’s right that whatever information the teacher
provides him/her is authentic and up to date.

Every child should be given individual attention and importance.
His/her personal abilities should be acknowledged and given a
direction.

In case of a mistake, the student should be punished as a means of
correcting behavior, not inflicting harm or venting out anger.
Accomplishments and outstanding achievements should be
appreciate, rewarded and encouraged.

The student’s character building and moral values should also be
addressed alongside his/her academics so that he/she may become a
valuable citizen.

The teacher should pass on all the knowledge he/she possesses to
the student.

The student’s time too should be considered valuable and utilized in
a productive manner.
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15. Other than the prescribed syllabus, the classroom should also be
home to various fun-filled and learning activities which appeal to
the children and help energize them to focus more during studies.
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